
Tuesday, March 31, 2026 --- District Governor Bruce Monro
___________________________________________________
Introducing District Governor 2028–29: Claudine Schooley

Rotary District 5500 is pleased to announce that Claudine Schooley will be District5500 Governor for 2028–29. A dedicated
Rotarian and internationally experienced leader, Claudine brings administrative expertise and global service creativity to
this role.

Claudine has held key Rotary leadership positions, including USA National Coordinator of the Rotary Intercountry
Committee (ICC), President of the USA–Ukraine ICC, Secretary of the USA–Colombia ICC, and Rotary Friendship Exchange
Chair for District 5500. She has also served as President of both the Rotary E Club of One World and the Rotary Club of
Conejo Valley. She has written and implemented District Grants, Global Grants and Disaster Grants for a total of
$300,000, underscoring her deep commitment to Rotary Foundation work.

Professionally, Claudine’s background spans office administration, public relations, education, and small business
ownership. She is fluent in French, English, and Spanish and has lived and worked internationally—experience that
enriches her Rotary leadership.

Before becoming DG, Claudine will be visiting clubs and meeting members to get to know the District.

Please congratulate Claudine on her selection as 2028–29 District governor. She can be reached at
cdschooley@outlook.com.

March is Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Month!
Each week during March we will highlight the great work of Rotary Clubs in District 5500 supporting Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene.

If your club has a project that supports these projects and you would like us to highlight it for you, email
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com with the details (and a photo!)

Shelterbox in the Middle East
"We have nothing — no mattresses, no blankets. We're freezing from the cold.” – A Lebanese refugee.
ShelterBox continues to play a critical humanitarian role in Lebanon and across the Middle East as escalating conflict and
displacement leave hundreds of thousands without safe shelter. Lebanon alone is on the brink of a humanitarian crisis.
Over 1 million people are now displaced. Families are leaving their homes with only what they can carry and taking shelter
wherever they can. Many have no choice but to sleep outside.

Where airstrikes have destroyed homes and forced families to flee with almost nothing, ShelterBox has been providing
essential items such as mattresses, blankets, solar lights, hygiene kits and other emergency supplies to people sheltering
in communal buildings like schools, helping them endure harsh winter conditions and instability.

Together with Rotary International in Lebanon and local partner SHIFT - Social Innovation Hub, Shelterbox continues to
support people with essential items they urgently need. Your donation can help us reach more people. If you're able,

please donate today: https://bit.ly/4bWAC8z

To schedule a “ShelterBox – What’s the Latest?” presentation for your club, please contact PDG Don at donjorgensen@comcast.net.
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District 5500 News and Upcoming Events You Should Know About!

Save the Date: DGE Emma's Installation June 7, 2026

https://www.dacdb.com/index. html?EventID=77898199

or

https://dacdb.com/Register4/index.cfm?EventID=77898199

TRVFA Giving
Hot off the press...2nd TRVFA video to share. This video explains the tax credit "how to" and can be used at
club meetings, in presentations, and shared with friends and family. It can also be shared with your tax
accountant.

VIDEOS to share with your club:

https://youtu.be/pvaEqt6_dxk Newest

https://youtu.be/LipgMyAnjfQ First in the series

Registration is now OPEN for Camp Big West Zone Institute 2026 at the stunning The Wigwam
Resort in

Invite everyone to join you September 3–6, 2026

Don’t miss out on the fun, fellowship, and leadership that await. Register today!

Register today at zoneinstitute.org

—The Camp Big West Team
#CampBigWest #RotaryZones26/27 #RotaryInstitute2026 #BigWestRotary #RegisterNow

TRF: What is a Global Grant for Vocational Training?
Vocational training teams are groups of professionals who travel to another country, either to learn more about their profession
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or to teach local professionals more about it.
The Rotary Foundation funds some vocational training teams in our areas of focus through global grants. This training is often
carried out in conjunction with a humanitarian project. A team should include at least three people. The team leader needs to be
a Rotary member, while the other participants can be members or nonmembers who have experience in the area of focus.

Rotary previously had a program called Group Study Exchange, which promoted international understanding and offered person-to-person opportunities for
participants to learn how their vocation was practiced in other countries. It was phased out when we updated our grant model and placed this activity within global
grants.
Think about whether you could join a vocational training team, or know a nonmember who could participate.
______________________________________________________

2026 District 5500 Conference Room Reservations!
The 2026 Rotary District 5500 Conference will be held at the beautiful Tubac Golf Resort and Spa: 65 Avenida De
Otero, Tubac, Arizona.

Mark your calendars for September 18 and 19, 2026, and start planning to attend this exciting annual Rotary
District 5500 event offering an unforgettable experience for all District 5500 members and guests.

To secure accommodations at the resort, it is highly recommended to make your Tubac Resort and Spa room
reservations early. For our Rotary discount rate, call the resort directly at 520-398-3507 and mention group code
ROTA 26 when booking your stay.

Registration for the conference opens July 1, 2026.

Club Projects Happening in District 5500 To Celebrate AND That Might Give Your Club Some
Ideas!
Yes, we are trying something new again! If your club has a project underway or just completed that you would like other clubs to know about, send the details to
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com. We will save this spot in IMPACT! each week for those stories. Be sure to include contact information for someone other clubs might
reach out to for more information.

Rotary Club of Tucson Hears from US Senator Mark Kelly on April 8, 2026
NOTE: DATE CHANGE!
Hello fellow Arizona Rotarians!
Our United States Senator Mark Kelly will be the program at the Rotary Club of Tucson’s lunch meeting on Wednesday,
April 8, at noon at the Tucson Convention Center (Coconino/Greenlee Rooms) and we’d like you to join us for this
interesting and relevant discussion! We will be limiting our regular agenda to give Senator Kelly ample time to speak with
us and answer questions.

Registration information:

All attendees must register in advance by calling the Rotary office at 520.623-2281 or emailing rotary@tucsonrotary.org by
Friday, April 3.
Rotary guests get FREE PARKING at the TCC. To register your license plate please send the plate number to: Lorena
Guevara at lguevara@premiumparking.com or stop by guest services right outside of the meeting space.
Guests will only pay for their lunch ($40/ea) which includes a buffet – and COOKIES! Please pay at registration via Cash,
Check or Credit Card.
Please submit your questions in advance (send them to Dotary@dkajobs.com) – there will be no questions from the
floor).

Kino Club District Grant in Cote d'Ivoire
https://youtu.be/dAN9Wu_9Cms

Congratulations! Kino Rotary Club just completed a very successful District Grant in Cote d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast). For
one month, Kino Rotarian Odette Koffi, spent time in a rural area of this west African nation educating school-age
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girls about hygiene issues that occur during menstruation. The grant provided 150 girls with re-usable menstrual
pads, trained them on health-related issues involved in this normal bodily process, and trained two additional
trainers to train other girls in the future. The video below shows how this program was received by the girls, their
teachers, and their community. The importance of Rotary's contribution was highlighted in the news coverage seen
in the video!

5th Annual Rillito River Clean Up. 4/11/26
Let's bring Rotary 5500 together again to clean up the Rillito River during the 2026 Rotary Days of Service!

April 11, 2026 8:00-10:00 AM
Brandi Fenton Memorial Park.
Register Here: http://tinyurl.com/Rillito26

In partnership with Tucson Clean and Beautiful and Pima County, let's fill a dumpster full of trash from our beautiful Rillito
River for the 5th year in a row!

The El Jute rest house project. Oro Valley
The El Jute rest house project. (180 km east of Guatemala City)

The Oro Valley Rotary Club, in partnership with the local Rotary clubs and those in Canada, Guatemala, Honduras and
Belize, is raising funds to complete the “rest house/shelter” to be used by elderly and family travelers through the
mountainous regions of north central Guatemala to visit family and friends.

The El Jute rest house has been built, but there is a need for: floor tile, bags of adhesive, exterior doors (metal), interior
doors (wood), PVC windows, metal windows, metal railing. The total projected cost is $3,400 USD.

The onsite project is being managed by local villagers and members of Gualan Rotary Club, Guatemala. We are hoping to complete the project by June 2026.

Click READ MORE to see How to donate to the El Jute project via GoFundMe.com Read More

Fundraisers Your Club is Welcome to Attend
If you would like to highlight your club's events in this space, contact Dave Lenox with the event information and graphics!

Benson Golf Tournament 4/11/26
www.rotaryswingintospring.com
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Fort Yuma Golf 4/11/26

Casa Adobes Scholarship Raffle 4/15/26
www.casasadobesrotary.org
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Casa Grande: Diamonds in the Desert 4/18/2026

For more information: cgrotaryauction.org

Saddlebrooke Golf Tournament 4/20/26

http://cgrotaryauction.org/


Mountain Empire Movie Night 4/26/26
Our club loves service!

We provide books and dictionaries to students. Twice a year we have a free community dinner highlighting
our teachers and students, our Peace Pole in Patagonia, support our graduating seniors with scholarship
opportunities, support the County Fair and Rodeo, have a high school career fair, and annually choose
students in our middle schools for awards. Plus much more! Join us by becoming a ticket holder and/or a
sponsor to do even more!! See READ MORE for Sponsorship details Read More

Tucson Verde 3rd Annual Tour of Tucson Homes & Businesses. 4/26/26
Tucson Verde's 3rd annual Tour of Tucson Homes & Businesses is happening Sunday, April 26th, from 9:00am-2:00pm.

Tickets are $30 each, or $25 for 4 or more. Purchase them at www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/a-tour-of-tucson-homes-
and-buildings. We need volunteers! Various shifts and locations available. If you'd like to help out as a docent, email Linda
Fugate at linda@thevacationplanner.biz.

San Luis Frontera Wild West Casino Night 5/1/26

Wild Wild West Casino Night
Cost: $77.00
Buy tickets here: https://checkout.square.
site/merchant/BYFAKXK26KW60/ checkout/ T23Y4VAN6WBYHT55CVAVQI6B
When: Friday, May 1, 2026 at 8:00 PM - Saturday, May 2, 2026 at 12:00 AM MST

Where: 780 N Cesar Chavez St,
San Luis, AZ 85349
Step into the Wild Wild West for an unforgettable Casino Night! Join us on May 1st from 8pm to midnight
for an exciting evening of Blackjack, Roulette, and Craps, plus great music and a lively atmosphere. Your

ticket includes delicious heavy appetizers and one complimentary drink to keep the good times rolling. Best of all, every spin and every hand supports the San Luis
Frontera Rotary Club Scholarship Fund—helping local students achieve their dreams. Saddle up and join the fun for a great cause!

Rainbow Rotary Tucson's Queen of the Night Benefit Ball 5/2/26
To buy a ticket: Use the QR code or follow this link!
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ti cketing/benefit-ball

Get ready to be part of something extraordinary at the Queen of the Night Benefit
Ball, Rainbow Rotary Club of Tucson's fundraising event. In addition to the dance,
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there will be great appetizers, entertainment and other opportunities to donate!
The Queen of the Night is a cactus that only shows its beauty at night. Come show
the world how YOU bloom as we celebrate our community while helping City High
School students and other Rainbow Rotary projects find the support they deserve.
Dress to express yourself, impress others, or just dance! There will be prizes!
Tickets are $50. Proceeds benefit City High School of Tucson Junior and Senior Trips
and Rainbow Rotary Club of Tucson Service Projects!

Graphics Corner - Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene
Enjoy these inspiring Rotary graphics related to this month's international focus on Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene. They're yours to use for your club's
communications. Just download and save to your graphics library, then use them in your social media, newsletters and other Rotary promotional items.

Share Your Club's News!
IMPACT! Showcases District 5500 news, updates, and upcoming events your club needs to know about. It also provides a place
to advertise upcoming club projects and fundraisers you want other clubs to know about. To publish your club's upcoming
events, projects or fundraisers in IMPACT! Fill out this form with your information and send it to Dave Lenox at
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com by Friday for the following week's newsletter. Include your photo or graphic as a separate
attachment as a jpg or png file.

ROTARY IN ACTION! is a Quarterly newsletter designed to SHOWCASE YOUR CLUB'S PAST PROJECTS & FUNDRAISERS! We
are working on the best way to publish and archive all these great stories. For now, watch for ROTARY IN ACTION! to come your
way by the end of October. For now, share your successes and great ideas so you have a record of them in our archives AND to
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remind yourself of the amazing difference yor club has made in the past quarter. Use this form and send it to
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com. Don't forget to include photos -- the more the merrier!
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